F: 7-1-12 Last quarter of
Frank and Maggie Proctor House (site) 19th century
Mt. Ephraim community, Dickerson vicinity

Private

The two story log house with two rooms down that stood on this site
was the home of a black landowning family and was built by community labor.
It has since been dismantled and replaced by a two story brick structure,
heated by solar panels, that was also bullt by the owner with the aid

of friends.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The original two story log house that stood on this site has been

dismantled and a new brick house has been built on the site by the

present owner. The dimensions of the principal block of his new house

follows more or less the same dimensions of the length, width, and
height of the earlier log house, the owner said. The exterior
dimensions of the block were 22'4", and those of the width, 18'1".
Thus the log house was fairly large.

According to Paul Wilson, the house was similar in appearance
to the others in the community, more or less. See the copy of the
photograph of the house of Bene and Barbara Hallman for an example

of a log house in the Mt. Ephralm community.

The present owner has included modern features in the house that

he himself has built. Among them are solar panels. The owner also

preserved the major outbulldings, such as the barn and meathouse.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Accordling to Wllson, thls house was occupled by Frank and Maggile

Proctor. They were the grandparents of Charlotte who spent

a considerable amount of tlme at the house and remembers 1ts earlier

appearance. Hopefully, an interview with her can be arranged, and the

notes from her recollections will be added to this survey report.
In 1923, James Frank Proctor acquired this tract of 6 acres from

" 41lliam J. Proctor (deed 342/206). It consisted of portions of two

separate tracts. The first one was purchased by Mary M. Proctor from
John R. Nichols in 1897 as recorded in deed DHH 1/93. The second parcel
was purchased by William J. Proctor (Mary's husband) from John R. Nichols
in 1899 and that parcel consisted of 9 acres, bought for $125. This was
the beginning of Black ownership of this portion of the community. James
Frank Proctor was the son of Willlam J. and Mary M. Proctor, whose log
house was a short distance down the road.

In the plat of 1905, this tract was apparently a portion of lot 27.
In deed WIP 4/383, John R. Nichols acquired the land from Ephraim Harris
in 1887, and in 1883, Harris had received the land from James. E. Trundle,

as recorded in deed AF 7/633. 1In the deeds, this portion is referred to

as having been a part of lot 27, which was owned by "White and Harris'.

_ —

Perhaps they owned it prior to James Trundle. Regardless, by the turn of

20th century, this land had become a part of Proctor holdings, which had
begun in the 1830s with David Moody, the free black.
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